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CHRISTOPHER ANGEL RAMIREZ, BA; MFA
143 Claremont Ter

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

meditationsonlife@hotmail.com
(831) 295-1779

Education 

2006
MFA, Digital Arts and New Media.   University of California, Santa Cruz.  June 2006. Thesis: Bearing Witness: Resiliency In the Lives of (Homo)Sexual Latino Men.

1998
BA, Film and Video.                           University of California, Santa Cruz.  June 1998.

Thesis: “In Between Nowhere”: a film about a young Latino man’s quest in search of 

self; a story of individual transformation in Los Angeles California (screenplay).

Languages:  English and Spanish
MFA Specialization:

Cultural Studies, Digital Ethnography, Writing, Film and Video Production, Film and Video Theory, Literary Studies, New Media Theory, Screenwriting.  (Eligible to teach “Writing 2” at the college level in the California state system.)

Teaching Experience

Lecturer.  Course: Crown Core, Science, Technology, and Society.  Explored issues 


around emerging technologies and its historical importance.  Introduced and prepared 

freshman students to university discourse by encouraging them to become critical 

thinkers and writers.  University of California, Santa Cruz, Fall 2006/2007.
Instructor Assistant.  Course: Gender and Education.  Addressed the changing but continuing patterns of unequal expectations, opportunities and treatment throughout the educational system for all students, female and male.  Prof. Thao Mai, University of California, Santa Cruz, Spring 2007.

Instructor Assistant.  Course: U.S. Popular Cultures.  Introduced students to key concepts and debates in popular culture and media studies and discussed their importance in relation to American studies.  Prof. Gabriel Noah Brahm Jr., University of California, Santa Cruz, Spring 2007.

Instructor Assistant.  Course: Health and Human Rights in Prisons.  Examined contemporary theory and practice of punishment, health care in prison, and community and legal intervention in jail and prison conditions.  Co-taught course with Professor Nancy Stoller, University of California, Santa Cruz, Winter 2007.
Student Instructor. Course: Muppet Magic. Discussed artistic and social impact of Jim Henson’s Muppets on American puppetry; also explored eastern influences within contemporary puppetry through multimedia viewings, guest lectures, and analysis.  Prof. Kathy Foley, University of California, Santa Cruz, Winter 2005 and Fall 2005/2006. 
Student Instructor. Course: Power and Presence in Asian Art. Prof. Kirtana Thangavelu, University of California, Santa Cruz, Spring 2005 and Spring 2006.

Student Instructor: Course: Introduction to Production Technique. Prof. Irene Gustafson, University of California, Santa Cruz, Winter 2006.

Student Instructor. Course: Introduction to Digital Art. Prof. Richard Rinehart, 

University of California, Santa Cruz, Fall 2004.

Adjunct Instructor. Course: The Other Screen: An Examination of creative film work    produced outside mainstream Hollywood cinema.  Western New Mexico University, 

Summer 2004.

Adjunct Instructor: Course: Film Lecture Series 1: A Survey of the developments of cinema from pre-silent era to present contemporary culture—which included both domestic and international films.  Western New Mexico University, Spring 2003.

Adjunct Instructor. Course: Film and Social Change: How Films can produce the possibilities of social change in everyday practice.  Western New Mexico University, Fall 2002.

Professional Presentations

Panelist, “Gender and Sexuality.”  Individual Presentation; discussed and presented the art component of the Master of Fine Arts Project, Bearing Witness: Resiliency In the Lives of (Homo)sexual Latino Men.  For the Activist Scholarship: Documenting Undocumented Border Space Conference at University of California Santa Barbara, October 2006. 

Bearing Witness, a research presentation that discussed the methodologies and objectives of an ethnographic study in Los Angeles, California concerning gay Latino men.  UCSC Second Annual Graduate Research Symposium, University of California Santa Cruz, May 2006.
Artist Presentation: A digital art discussion and screening of recent work on mediating desire in the context of public space(s) and the various uses and meaning in such spaces. Course title, “Community Studies 132, Mediating Desire.”  Department of Community Studies, University of California Santa Cruz, May 2006.

Guest Lecturer: A presentation on ethnographic field work techniques; included were “Audacity Basics,” “Editing Sound” and “Ethnographic Process.”  Course title, “Anthropology 154, Documenting Culture (Multi-Media Ethnography).”  Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Cruz, April and May 2006. 

Panelist, “Interior Territories – Nationhood, Queerness, Psychoanalysis.”  Individual presentation: An art intervention involving audio testimonies from gay Latino men—testimonies which reflect the successes and challenges that face Latino queer men in society today.  For the Society for Latina/o Scholarship at Michigan State University. Third Annual Conversaciones Conference, April 2006.
Artist Presentation: A screening of past and present artwork and discussion on how digital media has informed the creative process of an artist.  Course title, “Film 20P, Introduction to Production Technique.”  Department of Film and Digital Media Department (FDM), University of California Santa Cruz, February 2006.

Giorno Sucks Just: a digital arts screening and discussion on how desire gets meditated and represented in public spaces, which gay men have historically used for sex.  Digital Arts and New Media MFA Program (DANM) Colloquium Series, University of California Santa Cruz, January 2006. 

Experimental Walk: a meditation on the inter-relationship between the design of a 

cityscape and the multiple uses individuals perform in their daily interactions in moving 

through it; the film also provokes a larger analysis of race, class and culture as they play 

against each other in an urban setting.  Silver City International Film Society, 

Global Resource Center, Western New Mexico University, September 2005.

Mapping the Public Space of ‘(Homo)sexual’ Latino Men.  Social Work Research and 

Human Behavior and Social Environment classes.  Department of Social Work, Western 

New Mexico University, Silver City New Mexico, September 2005.

Mapping the Geographical Space of Downtown Los Angeles.  UCSC First Annual 

Graduate Research Symposium, University of California Santa Cruz, June 2005.

Professional Awards and Fellowships
Fourth Recipient of The Lionel Cantú Graduate Award.  The Lionel Cantú Award recognizes graduate student excellence in path-breaking research and analysis on sexuality, masculinity, and migration.  Award presented at the Lionel Cantú Memorial Colloquium, University of California Santa Cruz, June 2006. 
Best Presentation Award: Arts Division.  UCSC Second Annual Graduate Student 

Research Symposium.  “Bearing Witness.” Also view student success story at http://graddiv.ucsc.edu/student_affairs/success_stories.php. Santa Cruz, CA May 2006.

Porter Graduate Arts Research Committee (GARC) Recipient for 2005-2006.

Porter College Associate Fellow 2005-2006.


University of California Regents Fellow 2004-2006.

Best Presentation Award: Arts Division.  UCSC First Annual Graduate Student Research 

Symposium.  “Mapping the Geographical Space of Downtown Los Angeles.”  Santa 

Cruz, CA June 2005.

University and Community Service

Arts Bridge Program Scholar, University of California Santa Cruz.  Provided initiative for over seventy-five students to write personal stories involving the histories of their families—which were then recorded using a digital audio recorder.  Student were given the task of visualizing their narratives through digital means—digital cameras, the internet, scanning old photographs—then taken into iMovie and edited into a digital oral history.  Alianza Charter School, Watsonville, California 2006.   

Arts Bridge Program Scholar, University of California Santa Cruz.  Developed digital storytelling techniques that incorporated puppetry as means to deal with social conflict issues.  Over twenty-five students worked in a series of workshops that gave them the skills to develop, produce, and direct their own narrative using digital technologies. Alianza Charter  School, Watsonville, California 2005.

Film and Performance Events

Color Bonita: A Dialogical Act To Witness and Be Witnessed.  Performing the World 4, the Performance of Community and the Community of Performance.  Presented by Performing the World, an international community of people who recognize performance as a powerful developmental activity for social-cultural transformation.  Tarrytown New York, October 2007.

Color Bonita, a new media documentary performance piece that illuminates the complexities of the queer Latino experience and how others become witnesses to this history.  Presented by OUTFEST, the oldest continuous film festival in Los Angeles.  Los Angeles California, July 2007.
Color Bonita: a new media documentary performance piece about the historical struggles of gay Latino men, presented by MACLA (Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana) and NACCS (National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies) Joto-Caucus.  San Jose California, April 2007.
Color Bonita, blends new media documentary with a forum for conversation that focuses on the struggles of queer Latino men.  A participatory narrative performance presented by FUSION, the only multi-cultural, gender-inclusive People of Color film festival.  Los Angeles California, December 2006.

Giorno Sucks Just: an exploration of utopian sexual memory—one which embeds John 

Giorno’s poem “Say No to Family Values” and Tony Just’s conceptual art work as

intertextual elements.  An experimental video included in the End of Gays shorts film 

program at OUTFEST 2006.  Los Angeles California, July 2006.
Bearing Witness: Resiliency In the Lives of (Homo)sexual Latino Men, a multimedia art dialogue presented at the Digital Arts and New Media Master of Fine Arts Exhibition and Opening.  Digital Media Factory, Santa Cruz California, June 2006.   

Bearing Witness, a multimedia art intervention through the Triangle Speakers. Triangle Speakers is an organization that strives to eliminate homophobia through its speaker’s bureau.  Watsonville California, June 2006.
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